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Susan G. Komen for the Cure 
5005 LBJ Freeway, Suite 250 
Dallas, TX  75244 
 
Dear Komen Reviewers: 
 
It is with great enthusiasm that I write this statement of commitment for the Komen 
Investigator-Initiated Research grant proposal submitted by Dr. John Doe, entitled "Exciting New 
Research in the Fight Against Breast Cancer.”  I would be honored to serve as an advocate 
consultant for this important project.   
 
This research project focuses on identifying molecular alterations that may drive the progression 
of DCIS to invasive breast cancer, which is an extremely important topic because it represents an 
opportunity to prevent a common and essentially "harmless" disease from developing into a 
potentially lethal disease.  I believe that this research may provide the potential to avoid 
unnecessary mastectomies and suffering in those women where DCIS has a small likelihood of 
becoming invasive breast cancer.  In addition, health care resources could be better utilized and 
many dollars saved if unnecessary treatment is not provided.   
 
As an eight-year breast cancer survivor, and a founding member and co-chair of the Research 
Advocacy Committee at Komen for the Cure’s St. Louis affiliate, I have a strong interest in 
supporting breast cancer research by providing my expertise as a patient and survivor.  I am 
deeply interested in all aspects of breast cancer research (from prevention to detection and 
treatment) and, as an advocate, have worked closely with investigators in the Breast Cancer 
Research Program at Washington University School of Medicine.   Over the past two years, I 
have collaborated with researchers in developing pre-applications and applications for Komen 
national grants, as well as for Department of Defense Congressionally Directed Medical Research 
Program grants supporting breast cancer research.  I have served on peer review panels for 
Komen National and the DoD for the last four years.  This experience positions me to play an 
active and important role on the project team for this Promise Grant research project. 
 
Dr. Doe and his team members have demonstrated a strong interest in patient advocate 
participation during the development of the pre-application and application for this project.  
Upon funding, I will continue to collaborate with Dr. Doe and his team to represent the patient 
perspective throughout the term of the grant.  I will collaborate during the evolution of the 
project by meeting with the PI and his team, and by providing review and commentary from the 
patient perspective on the investigators’ progress reports and publications.   
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I am convinced that this research will lead to the discovery of molecular reasons for the 
progression of DCIS to invasive breast cancer.  It is critical to learn how to prevent DCIS from 
becoming invasive in order to prevent overtreatment and unnecessary suffering due to the side 
effects patients experience while being treated.  It is an honor to support Dr. Doe and his team 
who have demonstrated their belief in the value of involvement of patient advocates in the 
formulation, design and translation of this research to ensure the greatest value to the patient 
community.   I look forward to continuing to be an active member of this team.  Thank you for 
your consideration. 
 
 
Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
Judith M. Johnson, MBA 
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